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and India has convinced me that it has not raised the
general moral tone of the converts who have imbibed
the superficialities of European civilization, and have
missed the teaching of Jesus. I must be understood to
refer to the general tendency and not to brilliant excep-
tions. The indirect contribution, on the other hand,
of Christian missionary effort is great. It has stimulated
Hindu and Musalman religious research. It has forced
us to put our own houses in order. The great educational
and curative institutions of Christian missions I also
count, amongst indirect results, because they have been
established, not for their own sakes, but as an aid to
proselytizing.
Toung India,  17-12-'25
I hold that proselytizing under the cloak of humani-
tarian work is, to say the least, unhealthy. It is most
certainly resented by the people here. Religion after
all is a deeply personal matter, it touches the heart. Why
should I change my religion because a doctor who
professes Christianity as his religion has cured me of some
disease or why should the doctor expect or suggest such
a change whilst I am under his influence ? Is not medical
relief its own reward and satisfaction ? Or why should
I whilst I am in a missionary educational institution have
Christian teaching thrust upon me ? In my opinion
these are not uplifting and give rise to suspicion if not
even secret hostility. The methods of conversion must
be like Caesar's wife above suspicion. Faith is not im-
parted like secular subjects. It is given through the
language of the heart. If a man has a living faith in him,
it spreads its aroma like the rose its scent. Because of its
invisibility, the extent of its influence is far wider than
that of the visible beauty of the colour of the petals.

